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M. Giolitti repeats his statement in his memoirs, and it
has been blindly copied by Entente writers generally—even
by such a well informed and cautious writer as M. Poin-
care.172 But the statement is incorrect in many respects.
In the first place, Giolitti places the incident on August
9 instead of July 9—that is, at the end instead of at the
beginning of the Second Balkan War; in placing it after
Serbia had made her great gains from Bulgaria and after
Austria was correspondingly dissatisfied with the situation,
he gives his account a more plausible character. In reality
what appears to have happened was this. Berchtold's tele-
gram of July 4, asking for pressure on Rumania and saying
that Austria could not allow Serbia to be greatly in-
creased,173 reached Rome when Giolitti and San Giuliano
were both absent from the city, San Giuliano being at Kiel.
In the absence of the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the subordinate Foreign Office officials, who
received Berchtold's communication, "got a fright such as
they had never had in their lives";174 but they were greatly
relieved when they soon learned from the German Ambas-
sador in Rome of the vigorous warning which Berlin had
at once given Vienna. When San Giuliano returned from
Kiel to Rome, he found the Austrian communication which
had terrified his subordinates, consulted Giolitti by tele-
graph on July 9, and then replied to the Austrian Ambas-
sador on July 12 (nearly a week after Bethmann had al-
ready given his warning to Berchtold), protesting against
any Austrian military action against Serbia, and adding,
 172	G. Giolitti, Memoirs of My Life (London, 1923), p. 372; Pom-
care, III, 231.   See, however, GP., XXXV, 122 note;. Pribram, p. 301;
Jagow, Ursachen, p. 71, and article in Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, Feb.
21, 1923; Montgelas, Leitjaden, p. 60 ff.; and A. von Wegerer, Kritische
Bemerkungen zu Kapitel XIII aus Viviams "Reponse au Kaiser" (Berlin,
1923), p. 28 ff.
 173	GP., XXXV, 128 ff,, 164; Pribram, p. 301, note 424.   Cf. above,
p. 451.
i74Flotow, German Ambassador in Rome, to Bethmann, July 15,
1913; GP., XXXV, 165.

